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Parish Eucharist
Second Sunday of Easter
12 April 2026 
Welcome to our services of Holy Communion. Revd Simon Winn, Vicar is presiding at 8am and Revd Stephen Nshimye at 10am. Richard Mash, Reader, is preaching at both services. The Choir and Children’s Church are taking a break today. Revd Simon is leading worship at St Mary’s Woolwich at 10am. 
Readings
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32.
Easter Anthems
1 Peter 1: 3-9
John 20: 19-31
Hymns
78 The strife is o’er, the battle done (tune: Victory)
Let me but feel the marks of Jesus’ Passion (tune: Highwood). On page 4 of this sheet
501 Now the green blade riseth
Christ has risen while earth slumbers (tune: Hyfrydol) On page 6 of this sheet
Collect
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
Prayer after Communion
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ
you have assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Old Testament Reading
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 
‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,
    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
    moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
    or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,
    nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.
This is the Word of the Lord                     
Thanks be to God
The Easter Anthems
1 Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us:    
so let us celebrate the feast,
2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:  
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8
3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:   
death has no more dominion over him.
4    In dying he died to sin once for all:    
in living he lives to God.
4 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:  and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 6.9–11
5 Christ has been raised from the dead:   
the first fruits of those who sleep.
6 For as by man came death:     
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
7 for as in Adam all die:   
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15.20–22
New Testament Reading 
1 Peter 1: 3-9
A reading from the First Letter of Peter
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God 
Gradual Hymn
Let me but feel the marks of Jesus’ Passion,
let me but see where nails and spear are passed.
Let it be proved if even God’s compassion
can break death’s mould and our old life recast.
Stretch forth your hand and put your doubts behind you,
I am your Lord, your Master and your God,
but, as a brother dear, I came to find you,
and for your sake the way of pain I trod.
My Lord, my God, my saviour, friend and brother,
I do believe because I know your grace.
Happy are they who love you and no other,
though they have never seen you face to face.
Words: Jeremy Davies
Tune: Highwood - Richard Terry (1865-1938)


Gospel Reading
John 20: 19-31
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory be to thee, O Lord
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Praise be to thee, O Christ 
Final Hymn
Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 
Christ has risen where hope died, 
as he said and as he promised, 
as we doubted and denied. 
Let the moon embrace the blessing; 
let the sun sustain the cheer; 
let the world confirm the rumour. 
Christ is risen, God is here! 
Christ has risen for the people 
whom he loved and died to save; 
Christ has risen for the women 
bringing flowers to grace his grave. 
Christ has risen for disciples 
huddled in an upstairs room. 
He whose word inspired creation 
is not silenced by the tomb. 
Christ has risen to companion
former friends who fear the night, 
sensing loss and limitation 
where their faith had once burned bright. 
They bemoan what is no longer, 
they expect no hopeful sign
till Christ ends their conversation, 
breaking bread and sharing wine. 
Christ has risen and forever
lives to challenge and to change 
all whose lives are messed or mangled, 
all who find religion strange. 
Christ is risen. Christ is present 
making us what he has been – 
evidence of transformation 
in which God is known and seen. 
Words by John L. Bell & Graham Maule. Music: Hyfrydol 
Prayers for the week
We pray for those in need: Ian Clark, Helen Delap, Dan Delap, Delroy Donegal, Susan and Anthony Holland, Carole Hubble, Sara Mauleverer, Lylian Meira, Vernon Mustoe, Jim Odell, Nicola Orme, Jessica Springbett, Jean Smith, Tina Stanley, and Pauline Youll. 
We remember those who have died recently, including Jodie Anderson, David Donaghy, Christopher Follett, Lesley Hodsdon, Roger Matthews, Doreen McAree, Richard Pulkowski, and 14-year-old Eghosa Ogbebor, murdered in Woolwich in Holy Week. 
If you wish to add names to the prayers for those in need or departed please contact David McEvoy dmcevoy@btinternet.com 
Supporting St Alfege Church
	Please do make a gift to support the life and ministry of St Alfege Church – during the collection in the service or by using a card reader at the North and West Doors. Please complete a Gift Aid envelope (if you are eligible) whether you donate by cash or card. You can also use this QR code to donate. 
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Services this week 
Sunday 12 April Second Sunday of Easter
8am         Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	Parish Eucharist
Monday 13 April
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Tuesday 14 April
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 15 April
8.30am	Morning Prayer
Thursday 16 April
8.00am	Holy Communion
Sunday 19 April St Alfege Patronal Festival 
8am 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10am 	Sung Eucharist 
Walk-in Wednesdays
Every Wednesday 10am-12noon in the small hall
Contact us
Vicar: Revd Simon Winn
Curate: Revd Dr Tati Gutteridge (on maternity leave)
Church Office: 020 8853 0687
Email: office@st-alfege.org.uk   Website: www.st-alfege.org.uk
Safeguarding Team
Karen Hansen  Lead Safeguarding Officer  	07866 932 894 
Carole Moses   Safeguarding Officer  		07889 396 671
Irene Bishop	    Safeguarding Officer		020 8698 2658
safeguarding@st-alfege.org.uk
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